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Abstract

This paper examines the inter-agencies relationships and the challenges of
combating human trafficking in Nigeria. There is the need to create awareness on
the ills or evils of human trafficking; the use of different and effective agencies
will enhance the awareness exercise. Trafficking affects the rights, dignity and
physical existence of mankind; it lowers the quality of the traffickers and
trafficked victims. Trafficking for commercial sexual exploitation has forced many
women and children into it. Boys and girls have been forcibly abducted and
introduced into the business of trafficking while some remain as victims of the
same business or sex slaves. To investigate further, this paper looks at the inter-
agencies relations and there challenges in combating trafficking, for instance, the
Nigeria Immigration Service, the Nigeria Police, and the Non-Governmental
Agencies. The findings show that the challenges of human trafficking in Nigeria
are on the increase despite efforts by the various agencies to eradicate or stop it.

This is to say that there is the need to intensify effort to bring this menace to a
halt.

Keywords: Nigeria, Inter-agencies, Human Trafficking, Combatting,
Relationship.

Introduction

Human slavery in the 21st century is unbelievable, yet the truth is that it
exists in different ways cross borders, and affects women, men and
children. It is an affront to the rights, dignity and physical well-being of
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the individuals, and a stain on mankind. Spawned by poverty, lack of
education and opportunity, ethnic discrimination, and unequal gender
relations, the trafficking of persons is fueled by the demand for cheap sex
and labour. The problem is exacerbated by porous borders, a lack of
effective legislation, ineffective enforcement and corruption. Illegal and
largely hidden, the number of persons trafficked is difficult to measure
with certainty. The United States Government estimates that
approximately 800,000 persons are trafficked across borders annually and
a great many more are trafficked within countries. Trafficking for
commercial sexual exploitation has forced many women and children into
brothels. Boys and girls have been forcibly abducted into the ranks of
child soldiers or sex slaves. Individuals are trafficked into various types of
labour from domestic service to construction, agriculture and fishing.
However, worldwide, government and public awareness of the problem
has increased significantly in the last decade.l

Nigeria is a source, transit and destination for women and children
subjected to forced labour and sex trafficking. Her victims of trafficking
are recruited from rural and to a lesser extent urban areas; women and
girls for domestic servitude and sex trafficking and boys for force labour
in street vending, domestic service, mining, stone carrying, agriculture
and begging. Young boys in Koranic schools, commonly known as
“Almagiri children” are subjected to force begging. Women and children
are taken from Nigeria to other West and Central African countries as
well as to South Africa and also from her neighbouring countries into
Nigeria, where they are exploited for the same purposes. Women from
other countries in West Africa transit Nigeria to destinations in Europe
and the Middle East, where they are subjected to forced prostitution.
Nigeria is a transit point for children from other countries in West Africa,
who are then subjected to force labour in Cameroon and Gabon. Various
NGOs continue to report that children in Internally Displaced Persons
(IDP) camps in northeast Nigeria were victims of labour and sex
trafficking. During the reporting period, Boko Haram continued to
forcibly recruit and use child soldiers as young as 12 years old and abduct
women and girls in the northern region of Nigeria, some of whom are
subjected to domestic servitude, forced labour and sex slavery through
forced marriages to its militants.2 It is on this backdrop that this paper
examines some challenges of inter-agencies in combating human
trafficking in Northern Nigeria.
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Inter-Agencies Relationships and there Challenges

The National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons and
other Related Matters (NAPTIP) is the statutory agency specifically
created to combat trafficking. It cooperates with Anti-Human Trafficking
Units of the Immigration, Police services and other concerned ministries,
international organizations and NGOs. All these amongst others
combined to combat human trafficking.

National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons and other
Related Matters (NAPTIP)

NAPTIP was established in 2004 pursuant to the Anti-Trafficking Act,
2003 and is mandated among other things to:
a. Coordinate and enforce all laws on trafficking in persons;
b. Adopt measures to increase the effectiveness of eradication of
traffic in persons;
c. Adopt witness protection measures;
d. Enhance effectiveness of law enforcement agents to suppress traffic
In persons;
e. Establish and improve international cooperation in the suppression
of traffic in persons by sea, road and air;
f. Prescribe punishment for trafficking offenders;
Investigate and prosecute traffickers;
Work in collaboration with other agencies or bodies to ensure
prevention and elimination of the root causes of the problem of
traffic in persons;
i. Take charge, supervise, control and coordinate the rehabilitation of
trafficked persons.3
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To enable the agency to discharge its mandate effectively, the agency has
established four regional offices in Lagos, Uyo, Benin and Kano. It also
constituted a National Investigation Task Force (NITF) consisting of the
Nigerian Immigration, Police and the Directorate of State Services to
effectively monitor, investigate and respond to distress request of victims
and their families. NITF has set up small units in eleven States of the
Federation with the worst trafficking problems. The task force members
were trained on the provisions of the anti-trafficking laws, care of victims
and human right issues.
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Since the inception of NAPTIP in 2004, there have being several
prosecution and convictions of traffickers. Among some of these
convictions are;

a. That of Cynthia Power, the accused person was charged for
organizing foreign travel for purpose of prostitution for three girls
age 19, 22 and 17 years respectively. The convict was sentenced to 2
years imprisonment.4

b. The case of Monday Golu, the accused person was charged for
human trafficking, his victims were two females, age 21 and 30
years. The accused was convicted and sentenced to 5 years
imprisonment.>

c. The case of Blessing Toyin Omokuwajo, the accused person was
charged for human trafficking. Three victims, all females and ages
19, 22 and 25. The accused was sentenced to 2 years imprisonment.¢

In addition, there are some reported cases that are still under
investigation. One of such cases was the arrest of a woman who came to
collect her parcel at the post office from her partner in crime from Spain.
The parcel was said to contain shaved pubic hair, used menstrual pads,
cut finger nails and copies of the terms of engagement of the respective
girls and their madams/masters. It is suspected that these items were sent
for ritual purposes to subject the victims to psychological fear and
intimidation. The woman has been found to be an active partner of the
woman in Spain. Another interesting case is that of a deaf and dumb man
who runs a ring of deaf and dumb kidnappers. His mode of operation is
to send his men out to find any deaf and dumb victim to be use as street
beggars. In the Kano axis, the most common trafficking of persons under
cover of Hajj for the purpose of prostitution and for the commission of
crimes.

NAPTIP officials have also been involved in awareness creation
campaigns on the issue of trafficking and particularly, the NAPTIP Act,
targeting traditional leaders, students, parents, organizations like the
Union of Road Transport Workers, hotels, airline operators and religious
groups.” Of course creating constant awareness by groups and individuals
with good will and honesty would enhance the combat against human
trafficking in Nigeria.
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The Nigeria Immigration Service

The Nigerian Immigration Service (NIS) works with NAPTIP and other
law enforcement agencies in the prevention of human trafficking and
child labour. The service is concerned with the issuance of travel
documents and controlling the country’s borders. The service created the
anti-human trafficking units in all the 36 states of the federation to help
tackle the problem of trafficking in women and children, following the
increasing number of cases of human trafficking involving Nigeria.
Several cases have been investigated refer to NAPTIP for prosecution. The
Italian government provided some technical aid, including vehicles,
equipment and materials to assist the NIS in the fight against trafficking.8
However, the NIS is faced with some challenges in the fight against this
scourge. Babangida Usman, the chief protocol officer of the then
Comptroller General of Immigration Service, in his words, he said:

The porous borders are to be blame for the infiltration of the
traffickers. Nigeria has international land borders of about 4,470
km (2,513 miles) with Chad, Cameroon, Benin, Niger and a
coastline of 774 km (480 miles), which are largely unmanned. The
former Comptroller General of the service Mr. Martin Kure
Abeshi, said at the 2016 Comptroller General annual conference
and stakeholders interactive forum on April 7thin Lafia Nasarawa
State, that of about 1,500 identified land border crossing Nigeria,
only 114, covering about 4,000 square km had approved control
post manned by immigration officials and other security agencies.
There are over 1,400 illegal routes which are not manned. Abeshi
said, stressing that, “porosity of the borders has grave security
implications for the country’. He said NIS’s approximately 23,000
staff strength was grossly inadequate for the task of policing
Nigeria’s vast borders. Nigeria needs to put more effort and
energy into the policing of its borders to stop the dangerous cross
border infiltrations that are blighting both national security and
the economy. Besides the placement of more security operatives at
the border, there is an urgent need for aggressive investment in
modern technology to secure the borders.?

There had been reports about a plan to install electronic surveillance
systems round the country’s borders with assistance from the United
States and China. Former Minister of Interior, Mr. Abba Moro, said in
May 2013 that Nigeria needed $244m to execute the project, but it still
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remain unclear how far the federal government has gone with the
electronic surveillance plan.10

According to many experts and observers, the state of our borders, have
facilitated the spread of trans-border criminality: violent conflict, illegal
immigration, movement of counterfeit and pirated goods, terrorism,
human trafficking and smuggling, transportation of stolen vehicles,
trafficking of drugs, movements in small and large quantities of small
arms and light weapons and general insecurity. It must be said, the
border communities are not exempted from this illegalities. Owing to the
porosity of our borders, criminals utilizing them as transit points or
staging posts for their criminal activities.!!

The Nigeria Police

The Nigerian Police is designated by Section 194 of the Constitution as the
national police with the exclusive jurisdiction throughout the country.
The NPF performs conventional police functions and is responsible for
internal security generally. Its support the prison, immigration, customs
services and even the military were necessary. The mandate of the police
concerning human trafficking includes investigation, arrest and
prosecute.

The police also work with the International Organization on Migration
(IOM) to develop a training programme to build the capacity of police in
handling the victims. The constraints encountered by the police in
carrying out its mandate in this area include, the complicity of parents
and guardians in the trafficking of their minor children and the need for
trained psychologists within the force. Some victims do not view
themselves as having been exploited. Indeed, they prefer to consider their
situation as means of empowerment as they had the opportunity to earn.
It is however, difficult to get people to testify as witnesses due to fear of
reprisal. The biggest challenge that the police face is lack of funds.12
Because of lack of funds it has affected the supply of sophisticated
machines to dictate easily the traffickers and the victims of trafficking.
This however, makes the combat cumbersome.

Non-Governmental Organizations: Women Trafficking and Child
Labour Eradication Foundation (WOTCLEF)

WOTCLEF was established in 1999 by Chief (MRS) Amina Titi Abubakar
the wife of the then Vice president of the Federal Republic of Nigeria
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Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, to engage in activities for the eradication of
Trafficking in Persons and Child Labour, violent abuse of women and
children and the spread of HIV/AIDS. The objectives of this organization
include:

a. toengage in activities that would facilitate the eradication of human
trafficking, child labour and abuse, violence against women and
children and the spread of HIV/AIDS

b. to rehabilitate and re-integrate victims into the society in accordance
with their best interests

c. to mobilize and motivate stakeholders at all levels to respond to the
challenges posed by trafficking and violence abuse of the right of
women and children

d. to network and collaborate with concerned parties worldwide
towards the eradication of trafficking, child labor and violence
abuses of women and children’s right

e. To be in the vanguard for mobilizing community awareness and
acting against the scourge of human trafficking

f. Providing psycho-social counseling, spiritual counseling, education,
recreation and camping, health services, legal assistance, feeding,
clothing, temporary shelter, family tracing and wunification if
necessary, then follow up of victims that have been re-united.3
In an attempt to fulfill these objectives WOTCLEF as a non-
governmental organization has demonstrated its zeal in the
eradication of human trafficking and also in empowering the victims
of trafficking. Trafficked victims who have no formal educational
background are made to learn skills like tailoring, hairdressing,
beads making, catering, fashion and design, carpentry and other
skills. At completion of the skills training, they are given all the
necessary tools and capital to help start their own business.
WOTCLEF has taken care of over 5000 and have rehabilitated them.

The challenges that affects effective combat of human trafficking

The ineffectiveness in the combat of human trafficking is as a result of
many challenges ranging from porous borders, inadequate personnel,
social and economic, amongst others. Discussing some of these challenges
is essential to our understanding of the ongoing combat against the
menace.
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Porous borders and lack of adequate personnel

In the history of mankind, trafficking in persons is not a new
phenomenon, because it is an off-shoot of slavery. The abolition of slave
trade gave impetus to trafficking in persons. This became noticeable in
1948 when United Nation adopted the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. This confirms that people’s rights have been violated in various
forms since after the abolition of slave trade.1

The clandestine nature and subtle approach adopted by the traffickers
never brought out the crime to lime light, until the late 1990s when waves
of deportees started flooding our borders posts, especially from Italy. This
triggered off national, regional and international responses to the
problem. Illegal and largely hidden number of persons trafficked is
difficult to measure with certainty. The United States Government
estimates that approximately 800,000 persons are trafficked across borders
annually and a great number are trafficked within countries, together
with drugs and weapons. Trafficking in persons is a leading source of
profit for its perpetrators after drugs and weapons. Victims of trafficking
can be sold and re-sold and coerced by their owners into exploitative and
often dangerous circumstances. Trafficking for commercial sexual
exploitation has forced many women and children into brothels.15

Porous borders facilitate trafficking. Traffickers in the northern part of
Nigeria use both authorized and unauthorized routes to traffic their
victims since all the borders in the country are porous. Some few out of
the borders will be used as examples in explaining the porosity of the
borders. In Maiduguri for example the perpetrator of Boko Haram
insurgency used Gambaru, Banki, Baga and other border areas in
Maiduguri to traffic the Chibok girls and other girls gotten as a result of
the insurgency through the borders. Also in the Sokoto axis Sani
Dantunni NAPTIP also gave series of apprehension made at the Ilela
border were victims are trafficked in and out of Nigeria. Borders in
Katstina such like Jibiya, Baban-mutum, Kongolom, all have experienced
the activities of human trafficking. The NIS is faced with the infiltration of
traffickers across its international borders and also facing the challenges
of policing the borders, due to inadequate staff strength. The NIS is
grossly under staff and this is really affecting the discharge of its duties.
Since the statutory functions of the NIS as prescribed by the Immigration
Act of 1963 are to control and monitor all immigration and emigration
into and out of Nigeria, this implies that anyone not excluding traffickers
and smugglers among others, is expected to pass through Immigration
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formalities at entry and exit points. In exercising this mandate, the service
needs adequate hands to carry out its duties effectively.16

In addition, there are large numbers of illegal routes which cannot be
manned due to shortage of personnel that will police these illegal routes.
The inability of the service to invest in modern technology to secure its
borders, culminated in the easy flow of criminal activities at the borders.
Furthermore, the service is also faced with challenge of logistics to help
officers patrol the nooks and crannies of the borders and its environs. The
NIS needs funding, to help in facilitating its duties at its entry and exit
points. This is because most of the equipment at it entry and exit points
are obsolete and do not conform to international standard for effective
policing.1”

Socio-Economic Challenges

In the social context however, it is argued that most of the victims of
trafficking are driven into this modern day slavery, because of the
promises of better jobs and better social amenities that awaits them in the
intended destination. Kano for example have become a source for
traffickers and transit route for traffickers to recruit women in search of
better conditions of life to work as sex slaves in the Middle East. In this
community, the promise of wealth by traffickers is used to entice the
people of the area to migrate to Libya, Egypt, Yemen and Saudi-Arabia.18
In fact, most countries of the middle-east, where majority of Nigerians
have been identified and rescued by anti-human trafficking groups. The
social milieu in this context of creating a supply of human trafficking is
quite different from the historical practice of slavery. Although, the forms
are similar such as the involvement of some form of social relationship
between the exploiter and the exploited in the old form of slavery, this
relationship is often marked by violence, the use of force or threat to
maintain and subjugate the victim.1?

Economic factors are the most relevant factor that fosters human
trafficking generally. In fact, the economic drive of human trafficking is
double edge and plays out in both the demand and supply side of the
tread. From the supply side in which the victims are uprooted to
participate in trafficking are usually from countries where poverty is wide
spread. The challenges of poverty in most regions of Nigeria exacerbates
living conditions of people thereby making victims vulnerable to
traffickers. 20
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Another factor that is linked to the challenges of poverty in Nigeria is
unemployment. One cannot rule out the fact that unemployment to a
large extent contributes to poverty of developing countries. In Nigeria,
where the youths constitute about 50% of the population, it is not
uncommon to find that these men and women will seek avenues for
potential employment elsewhere. As a result, human traffickers will use
any means necessary to lure and entice people into been trafficked. The
challenge in combating this menace driving the supply side of trafficking
problem is the vulnerability. If people are not vulnerable to be lured, then
trafficking will not be possible. To buttress this point, places where
recruitment wusually occurs and concludes that poverty and
unemployment not only cause human trafficking in essence, but foster
it.21

Children from destitute families have also been the most vulnerable to the
supply of the human trafficking problem. For example, Northern Nigeria
where children are recruited to beg on the streets with containers for coins
they make and send to their masters. These beggars barely make any
three square meals a day. Destitute families are found almost everywhere
in Northern Nigeria. The inability of government to beef up security
measures to detect, suppress and control the activities of human
trafficking escalates the problem.2?

Corrupt governments in developing countries have also broken loose,
making it easy for traffickers to be able to supply their pimps with
trafficking victims. In Nigeria, especially the manipulation of corruption
and lack of political will by our leaders and individuals has made it
difficult if not impossible to prosecute traffickers. More so, economic
contractions due to capital and credit crunch in the last couple of years
has affected the financial market in the United States and has trickled
down to other Global economic crisis has affected economic progress in
Nigeria and other developing countries, it has forced government and
local state agencies to lay off workers in the industrial sector leading to
unemployment. While unemployed numbers are soaring globally, its
relationship with human trafficking cannot be ruled out. As organized
criminals, traffickers are able to assess countries economic profiles and
where people can be vulnerable due to the lack of jobs caused by
economic crisis of the 21st century. Traffickers strive on vulnerable
economic conditions to perpetrate their evil trafficking acts.2
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The challenges of law and Punishment of traffickers

Under the Nigerian constitution (1999), women are protected and
conferred with some rights. For instance, section 39 of the Constitution,
states that women are protected against any discrimination on the basis of
their sex, particularly with regard to right to life, health, liberty, security
of person, personal integrity and freedom from torture and slavery.
Articles 2 and 3 of the African Charter on Human and People Right,
ratification and Enforcement Act (1983), and Article 20 of the International
Conventional on the Elimination of all forms of discrimination against
women reinforces the same right. Both are International treaties ratified
by Nigeria, by the virtues of which their provisions are binding on the
Nigerian Government and they include an undertaking to extend to
women the protection they contain.

Also, section 225 of the Nigerian Constitution, state that the abduction of
a girl under 18 with the intent of having carnal knowledge with her in a
misdemeanor offence, which carries, upon conviction, of two years
imprisonments. In Section 22 of the same Constitution states that “any
person male or female who trades solely in prostitution or lives in part on
the earnings from prostitution is guilty of an offence punishable by
imprisonment for two years”. Section 227 of the Nigerian Constitution
also states that the unlawful detention of a woman or girl against her will
or wish with the intent of defilement in an offence will attract three years
jail term. Even though these laws exist, it has been observed that the
penalties attached are very mild e.g. 2 to 3 years jail terms. It has been
echoed by many that such penalties should be stiffer in view of the
prevalence of act of trafficking in Nigeria.?

The various laws mentioned earlier tackled trafficking but were not too
specific on it too. This leads us to the specific laws in the area of women
trafficking which has taken Nigerian legislators several years to pass, but
which has now been passed and seems to meet the various aspirations of
people in that regard. The law comes with penalties for offender. Nigeria
now has its own domestic law that criminalizes and punishes trafficking.

Prior to 2003, there was no anti-trafficking in person’s legislation in
Nigeria. The then wife of the vice president, Federal Republic of Nigeria,
Mrs. Titi Abubakar, was responsible for setting up a committee which
included persons drown from relevant bodies to draft anti-trafficking
bill.26 The bill was the first private bill presented to and passed into law
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by the National Assembly. The then President of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo assented to it on 14th July 2003. The
Bill gave birth to Trafficking in Persons (Prohibition) Law Enforcement
and Administration Act, 2003.27 Section 1 (1) of the Act established a
multi-dimensional crime fighting Agency known as the National Agency
for Prohibition of Traffic in Persons and Other Related Matters
(NAPTIP).26 The law was subsequently amended by Trafficking in
Persons  (Prohibition) Law  Enforcement and Administration
(Amendment) Act, 2005 to give practical translation to some of the
enforcement powers of the Agency.?

The Nigerian National Assembly has also re-enacted the trafficking in
persons (Prohibition) Law Enforcement and Administration Act of 2003
(TIPPLEA) which now empowers NAPTIP to focus strictly on human
trafficking related matters and enables it to carry out its mandate
maximally and increase penalty for offenders.?0 The re-enactment of the
TIPPLEA is in furtherance of a request presented to the National
Assembly by the Agency urging it to look into the TIPPLEA Act of 2003 as
amended with its various lapses and impediments. These lapses have
over the years truncated the legal and overall efforts of NAPTIP in
adequately convicting offenders of human trafficking. For example
several provisions in the existing law are not consistent with the
requirements of the Trafficking in Persons Protocol, Supplementing the
United Nations Convention 9 against Transnational Organized Crime,
(Palermo Convention), 2000. Also the 2003 Act excluded punishment of
offenders for conspiracy and did not prescribe adequate and stiff penalty
for offenders in trafficking generally.

The passage of this Act encompasses well drafted laws which capture
languages and terms of the trafficking protocol, as well as criminalizes all
the elements contained in the definition of trafficking in person’s
protocol.3! This re-enacted Act will also correct various mistakes in the
wordings, sentences, contradictory provisions, and the duplication of the
penal sections contained within the TIPPLEA Act of 2003.32 The United
States 2014 Trafficking in Persons Report on Nigeria applauded the efforts
of the country and NAPTIP for demonstrating significant commitment in
the fight against human trafficking but admonished the government of
Nigeria for not passing the draft legislation that would restrict the ability
of judges to offer fine in lieu of prison time during sentencing. The new
bill stipulates stiffer penalties for offenders than the existing law. It seeks
to stop human trafficking in Nigeria and prescribes a minimum of seven
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years imprisonment or a minimum fine of N1 million for offenders.33. It
prescribes criminal punishment for any person found to have illegal
custody of a child under the age of 18, sexually abuse, or causes any
person to be exploited. The passage of the bill followed a clause by clause
consideration of the report of the Senate Joint Committee on Judiciary,
Human Rights and Legal Matters; and Women Affairs Youth and
Development.

The repealed version of the bill had prescribed five years jail term or a
fine of not less than N1 million. The Senate also amended the bill by
reducing the jail term for forced labour from seven years to five years and
fine option of N2 million to N1 million. “Any person who permits any
place or premises to be used for the purpose of forced labour commits an
offence and is liable on conviction to imprisonment for a term of not less
than five years and to a fine of not less than N1million,” the new bill
states. The Senate Joint committees said the recommendation for a
reduction was necessary as “to make it consistent with punishments for
similar offences under the bill.” The Act will put to rest such
uncertainties and lapses as presented by the United State trafficking
reporting on Nigeria. Other areas of the amendments will also incorporate
into the Act will be the inclusion of issues relating to removal of organs as
provided for in the trafficking protocol.34

However, the re-enacted Act will not capture some penal and criminal
codes such as rape, defilement and smuggling of migrants which are
already under the purview of the Nigeria Police Force and Nigeria
Immigration Services respectively. The re-enacted Act also rules against
double jeopardy as in sections 25. While the emphasis on age limit of
victims will be as much as possibly be de-emphasized in order to give less
room to traffickers who usually capitalize on such limitations of the Act to
escape prosecution

Other inclusions on the re-enacted Act is the punishment of offenders for
conspiracy which was earlier excluded from the TIPPLEA of 2003 and
also, all the penal sections will be grouped together for easier
comprehension and reading. The amended bill also prohibits the
employment or procurement of children under the age of 12 as domestic
servants. It further protects children generally from being used for
exploitative, injurious or hazardous work. “Any person who employs,
requires, recruits, transports, harbours, receives or hires out, a child under
the age of 12 as a domestic worker, commits an offence.”If convicted, such
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an offender is liable to imprisonment for a minimum term of six months
and not exceeding seven years,” it states.

The above chart indicate that NAPTIP and all the other agencies involved
in the combating of human trafficking are doing a good job and credit
should be given them. Rehabilitation and re-integration of trafficking
victims: the way forward

The rehabilitation of victims of human trafficking and child labour in
Nigeria has been the joint efforts of both government and non-
governmental organizations. Some of them include; National Agency for
Prohibition of Traffic in Persons and Other Related Matters (NAPTIP),
Women Trafficking and Child Labour Eradication Foundation
(WOTCLEF) and there are other NGOs like Idia Renaissance, founded by
the then wife of Edo State Governor Mrs. Eki Igbinedion. Victims of
trafficking commonly experience severe physical and psychological
trauma as a result of the violence, rape, threats, addiction and other
means traffickers use to control them. Psycho-social and counseling can
help victims of trafficking free themselves from the anxiety and
depression and start rebuilding their self-confidence. Critical factors in
rehabilitation, recovery and background of family life, culture, duration of
exploitation and perceptions of the damage done to their person and
future as a result of having been trafficked, especially if they have been
victims of commercial sexual exploitation.3¢ The long-term recovery,
rehabilitation and re-integration of trafficked victims can involve
educational and economic opportunities as well as extended psycho-
social care. The counseling and rehabilitation department of NAPTIP is
empowered to develop and implement programs and policies that will
enhance a smooth rehabilitation and re-integration of victims into self-
sustaining and productive members of the society.

NGO’s such as WOTCLEF, Idia Renaissances, Save the Child Initiative
and NAPTIP provide a range of educational opportunities with includes
formal and non-formal education, human rights awareness, life skills and
vocational training to make the beneficiary economically empowered.
Foreign residents may needs special attention, such as those who intend
to remain in the destination country to testify against the traffickers. On
the other hand, to avoid re-trafficking, victims need the skills to earn an
adequate income. Skills training programs has been created to match the
needs of the local job market. Some shelters have included income earning
ventures to provide vocational skills to former victims as well as to
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supplement shelter resources. The re-integration of trafficking victims
often is difficult, complex and long-term process. It is different for each
victim and it involves not only the victim, but also the environment and
culture within which the re-integration is to take place. The organization
providing support may need to make a long-term commitment to the
victim to help in this process.3”

Conclusion

The intensity of the problem of human trafficking is pandemic and rooted
in every community organized by human traffickers who by overt and
covert activities use several means possible including among others
coercion and wealth to sustain the continue enslavement of vulnerable
people across the globe. Again, this phenomena permeate every nation
state and involves the recruitment, transportation, and to a large extent
the enslavement of the economically vulnerable. Human trafficking is a
global issue today that needs the attention of everyone to work hard to
eradicate. In order to stop human trafficking, governments including non-
governmental organizations need to collaborate and work together to
identify victims and punish criminals or traffickers.
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