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Abstract 

This paper examines how markets in Awka, the capital of 

Anambra State, Nigeria, contribute to the city’s socio-cultural 

development. Drawing on historical records, ethnographic 

observation, and contemporary studies, the analysis focuses on 

three dimensions: economic, cultural-social, and urban/spatial. 

First, markets in Awka serve as major centers for livelihoods—

providing employment, facilitating trade in agricultural produce, 

handicrafts, services, and enabling social mobility. Second, in the 

cultural and social spheres, they function as hubs of identity, 

ritual, inter-communal interaction, gender dynamics, language 

usage, and public life. Third, markets influence the physical and 

spatial configuration of the city, affecting settlement patterns, 

infrastructure, transport, and informal/formal regulation. The 

paper also addresses the challenges markets face—traffic 

congestion, environmental pressures, informal/unplanned 

expansion, and governance issues—and considers policy options 

to harness markets more sustainably. It argues that markets are 

not only economic engines for Awka but fundamental institutions 

in the cultivation and perpetuation of its socio-cultural fabric. 
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Introduction 

Markets have long held a central place in Igbo societies, not 

merely as venues for the exchange of goods but as vital social 

and cultural institutions. In Igbo land, including Awka, traditional 

market cycles, anchored in the four-day Igbo week (Eke, Orie, 

Afo, Nkwo), serve to organize economic life, regulate social 

ritual, and tie together dispersed communities.  

Awka, historically known as a centre of craftsmanship 

(blacksmithing, metalwork) and agricultural trade (yam, cassava, 

palm produce), has evolved alongside its markets into a growing 

urban centre.  The main markets in Awka, such as Eke Awka and 

smaller ones like Nkwo Amaenyi, reflect both continuity with 

traditional patterns and transformation in response to 

urbanization, demographic change, and modern regulatory 

pressures, (Okafor, 1992).  

This study asks: in what ways do markets in Awka shape 

socio-cultural development, and conversely, how have socio-

cultural norms, identities and urban processes influenced the 

evolution of these markets? By exploring this bidirectional 

relationship, the paper seeks to illuminate how markets function 

as more than economic nodes: they are crucibles of culture, 

identity, social interaction, and urban form in Awka. 

Eke Awka Market, situated in Awka, southeastern Nigeria, 

has been a vital institution in socio-economic and cultural life for 

the Igbo people since pre-colonial times. The market is truly an 

energetic as well as lively marketplace located right in the very 

heart of Awka, the capital territory of Anambra state. It occupies 

an important place in the local economy as well as in community 

traditions. The market started in pre-colonial times, then it 

became a key location for exchanging agricultural products, 

crafts, and other locally produced items. More than a place just 

for sales, the market has been a meeting point in which people 
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from the area (ancient Awka) came to interact with each other 

socially and culturally, (Ogbalu, 1970). As such, it has played a 

major role in shaping both the whole economy and the entire 

cultural life of the people of Awka.  

In pre-colonial times, Awka's economy, like much of 

Nigeria's southeast, depended heavily on markets. Farmers, 

artisans, and traders would gather there to exchange various 

items, from yams and palm oil to twisted baskets and pottery. 

This trade supported not only the local economy but also helped 

in the cultural preservation of community practices. The market 

was never solely about commerce; it was a vital piece of daily 

life, providing areas for various exchanges of ideas, plus 

customs, and also goods, (Okafor, 1992). 

Trade was drastically altered with the advent of the British 

colonial government in the late 19th century. Traditional market 

activities were disrupted by new currencies and commerce 

systems brought about by colonial policies. The market's 

adaptability to colonial and post-colonial economic systems 

demonstrates its tenacity and ongoing significance. Even as it 

adapted to new business practices, it continued to be a vital area 

for the local economy. 

Eke Awka Market's historical foundations and historical 

development must be taken into account in order to completely 

comprehend its influence on the local economy and culture. This 

research will look at how the market has changed over time, 

exploring how it has maintained its significance in the lives of the 

people of Awka. Beyond its contribution to the local economy, 

Eke Awka Market is significant. For Awka and her neighbors, it 

has also functioned as a cultural landmark. The market has been a 

place where not just goods, but also traditions, stories, and 

communal practices are exchanged. Elders impart knowledge 

here, festivals and rituals are announced, and the importance of 
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trade, community, and culture is instilled in younger generations. 

In this sense, the market serves as both a commercial and cultural 

hub, preserving the Awka people's legacy. 

Apart from its cultural importance, the market has played a 

pivotal role in the growth of the town's social structure and 

infrastructure. Awka became an important hub in the larger 

southeastern Nigerian trade network as a result of the 

development of roads, transportation systems, and neighboring 

communities fueled by the existence of Eke Awka Market. By 

attracting traders from nearby communities and fostering the 

expansion of regional trade, this infrastructure improvement 

strengthened the market's position as an economic engine.  

The goal of this study is to provide insightful information 

about the ongoing importance of indigenous markets in 

influencing regional economies and cultures in the contemporary 

era. 

 

Literature review  

Anagbogu, (2007) highlights about the history of Awka town, the 

exploration of Awka traditional customs and right, the economic 

activities, political structure, colonial impact and social 

development of the Awka people. He clearly gave insight on how 

Awka town has grown from a village of few kindred to a town. 

His work talks on the general economic situation of Awka its 

cultural relevance in which Eke Awka market was mentioned to 

be the economical backbone of the Awka people. 

Okafor, (2005) comments about gender roles within 

indigenous markets in southeastern Nigeria, focusing on how 

women have historically been central to the functioning and 

economic activities in markets, such as those in Awka’s region. 

Although the paper does not specifically address Eke Awka, it 

provides valuable insights into the role of women in southeastern 
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Nigerian markets, which may also apply to the gender dynamics 

in Eke Awka Market. It’s relevant in highlighting how women 

may have been a driving force in Eke Awka's economy. 

Enyia & Kalu, (2018) explores the cultural and economic 

significance of traditional Igbo market days, including Eke, as 

foundational elements in the structure of both historical and 

contemporary markets. This study is particularly relevant to the 

role of Eke Awka Market, as it ties directly into how such 

markets functioned as economic and cultural institutions in Igbo 

society. 

Onuorah, (2021) examines how modern shopping malls 

have changed the market culture in Awka, shifting from 

traditional markets like Eke Awka to more contemporary retail 

forms. Although the article did not focused on Eke Awka, it 

offers important context for how the traditional market’s role has 

transformed with modernization in Awka. It could be used to 

show the contrast between Eke Awka and more modern retail 

spaces in the region. 

Ahamefule, (2015) provides an overview of the economic 

systems of the Igbo people before colonial times, focusing on 

barter, trade routes, and the role of traditional markets in 

sustaining local economies. The work is highly relevant, as it 

provides an essential framework for understanding the traditional 

economic systems in southeastern Nigeria and how markets like 

Eke Awka may have functioned within these systems. 

Akinpelu, (1999) examines the pivotal role played by Igbo 

entrepreneurs within Nigeria’s broader political and economic 

landscape. Akinpelu positions markets not merely as sites of 

commerce but as dynamic spaces where entrepreneurial practices 

are cultivated and sustained. He emphasizes the creativity, 

resilience, and adaptability of traits of Igbo traders that have 

significantly contributed to the development of local economies 

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Ikenna-Onuorah?_tp=eyJjb250ZXh0Ijp7ImZpcnN0UGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIiwicGFnZSI6InB1YmxpY2F0aW9uIn19


Nzereogu & Obiora                                        Preorcjah Vol. 11, 2026 

6 Copyright @ Ezenwa-Ohaeto Resource Centre, Awka, Nigeria 
 

across generations. While the study takes a broad approach, it 

offers valuable insights for understanding the historical and 

economic significance of specific market systems, such as the 

Eke Awka Market. This market, in particular, emerges as an 

important case study for exploring the evolution of small-scale 

enterprise and commerce in southeastern Nigeria, and for 

contextualizing the role of Igbo entrepreneurship in regional 

development. 

Ezenagu (2016), talks about the sacred spaces within Awka, 

including shrines and religious practices, discussing how they 

intersect with economic activities in markets such as Eke Awka. 

While primarily focused on religion, it offers insights into how 

spiritual practices were intertwined with the economic and social 

activities in traditional markets, adding depth to the cultural role 

of Eke Awka. Furthermore, he clearly accounts for how Awka’s 

cultural resources, including markets like Eke Awka, contribute 

to the city’s tourism industry and local economy. It provides 

important context for understanding how markets like Eke Awka 

have not only supported the local economy but also contributed 

to Awka’s cultural tourism. 

Okafor (2014), assesses the safety and quality of locally sold 

spices. Findings reveal the presence of microbial contaminants 

and inconsistencies in physicochemical properties, pointing to 

poor handling and storage conditions. This research is highly 

relevant as it highlights the intersection of public health and 

informal trade in Eke Awka. It underscores the need for 

improved hygiene practices, vendor education, and regulatory 

oversight to ensure food safety while supporting the local 

economy. The study offers essential insights into the types of 

goods sold in the market and the associated health and economic 

implications. 
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Aju, et al (2013) highlight the significant role that 

indigenous leafy vegetables (ILVs) play in the socio-economic 

and nutritional wellbeing of communities in southeastern Nigeria. 

Despite their longstanding cultural relevance and everyday 

utility, the authors observe that these vegetables remain largely 

unrecognized and undervalued in both formal economic planning 

and scholarly discourse. This work may not directly relate to Eke 

Awka but talks on market in southeastern Nigeria in which Eke 

Awka in included. 

Johnson, et al (2021) discusses how Awka has shopping 

malls like Roban and Radopin, but none with inclusive facilities. 

It brings to light the need for Awka to adopt the new pattern of 

shopping experiences developing in other parts of Nigeria and the 

wider world. The work also shows how community markets like 

Eke Awka and architectural solutions can help improve one-stop 

shopping behaviors in Awka. 

Northrup (1972) highlights about how the people of south-

eastern Nigeria have been involved in trade for as long as there 

are any record, he cites the Igbo-Ukwu and other evidence reveal 

long distance trade in metal beads, as well as regional trade in 

salt, cloth, and beads at an early date. 

Onwuka (2002) provides a detailed analysis of the 

agricultural systems in pre-colonial Igbo society. Njoku focuses 

on the land tenure systems and their significant role in shaping 

the local economy, emphasizing the interdependence of 

agricultural production and social structures. He explores the 

various farming practices, including crop cultivation and the 

management of resources, as well as the communal nature of 

agricultural labor within Igbo communities. By highlighting the 

importance of agriculture in sustaining the Igbo economy, 

Njoku’s work offers a foundational understanding of how 
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economic activities were organized before colonial influences 

reshaped them. 

Nmah, (2016) explores the religious and cultural tensions 

between Christianity and traditional Awka practices. The study 

focuses on conflicts over key cultural rites, including the Imo 

Awka festival, burial rites (ikponye aja n’ili), and marriage 

sacrifices (okuko onye uwa). Nmah uses a 

historiophenomenological approach to examine these tensions 

and highlights the challenge of reconciling traditional beliefs 

with Christian values. The article concludes with a 

recommendation for dialogue between the church and the Awka 

people to resolve these conflicts peacefully. 

Okafor (1992) outlines the history of the Awka people 

before British colonization, emphasizing their skills in 

metalworking, farming, medicine, and carving. The Awka society 

was a resourceful and independent society, with a unique cultural 

identity. Okafor’s account, based on oral tradition, highlights 

their pre-colonial self-governance and the impact of British 

intervention in their way of life. 

Furthermore, Enyia & Kalu, (2018) explore the relationship 

between traditional market days and modern marketing 

communication in southeastern Nigeria. The study, based on a 

survey of five markets, reveals that traditional market days 

significantly relate to modern marketing methods. The authors 

use a paired sample t-test to demonstrate how traditional 

practices can complement contemporary marketing strategies in 

the region. 

Chuks-Ezekwibe (2024) examines how markets in Onitsha 

have shaped both economic life and social development. He 

argues that beyond trade, these markets historically served as 

venues for communal gatherings, festivals, and town meetings. 

The paper highlights positive effects such as urbanization, the 
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growth of town unions, and infrastructure development, while 

also acknowledging challenges like congestion and increased 

social vices. This study contributes to a deeper understanding of 

markets as central to both cultural and urban growth in 

southeastern Nigeria. 

The connection between built environments and community 

wellbeing has drawn growing academic attention. Francis, et al. 

(2012) examine how public spaces influence residents' sense of 

community in new housing developments across Perth, Western 

Australia. Their study reveals that the perceived quality of public 

open spaces and local shops is positively associated with a 

stronger sense of community, independent of usage frequency. 

This suggests that thoughtfully designed and well-maintained 

public spaces can significantly enhance social cohesion and civic 

engagement. 

In recent discussions on rural development and public space, 

Agboola (2022), provides valuable insight into how traditional 

marketplaces serve beyond economic functions. Focusing on 

communities in South-West Nigeria, Agboola identifies rural 

markets as “third places”   social and cultural hubs where users 

express identity, heritage, and communal belonging. His findings 

emphasize that these markets are key to cultural preservation, 

social cohesion, and should be central to future rural planning. 

Okor-Orie (2023), investigates the structural and security 

challenges affecting socio-economic development in the South 

East. His findings reveal that insecurity, marginalization, 

economic decline, and poor governance exacerbated by separatist 

activities like the Monday sit-at-home orders have severely 

hindered regional growth. Orie employs both descriptive analysis 

and theoretical frameworks such as charismatic leadership and 

brain drain to explain the crisis. He advocates for dialogue, 
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improved security, and democratic reforms as pathways toward 

sustainable peace and development. 

Ezenagu et al. (2024) explores the declining relevance of 

Awka traditional artifacts in contemporary Nigerian society. The 

authors argue that while these items once played vital cultural 

and symbolic roles, they are now being overshadowed by 

Western influences and modern museum practices, threatening 

the preservation of Awka heritage. 

Okwuadimma (2023), analyzes the socio-economic 

challenges in South-Eastern Nigeria, particularly the region’s 

dependence on external sources for agriculture, trade, and 

finance. Using Economic Structuralism, the paper argues that this 

dependency impedes local development and recommends 

promoting subsistence farming to improve food security and 

reduce imports. 

Akpor-Robaro and Mamuzo (2012), examine how the socio-

cultural landscape of Nigeria influences the rise of 

entrepreneurship. Published in the European Journal of Business 

and Management, the study explores how cultural values, gender 

norms, and ethnic dynamics either hinder or promote 

entrepreneurial efforts across different Nigerian communities. 

Their findings reveal that while the socio-cultural environment in 

Nigeria often creates barriers especially for women it also serves 

as a motivator for some individuals to pursue entrepreneurship. 

They argue that value systems deeply embedded in Nigerian 

society significantly shape entrepreneurial behavior and call for 

value re-orientation and cultural reform to encourage broader 

business participation. 

 

Eke Awka’s role in social interactions and community 

building 
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Eke Awka is more than a place of trade it is the living heart of 

daily life in Awka. On market days, long before sunrise, the 

streets around the market begin to stir. As stalls open and goods 

are arranged, the space fills quickly not just with the sounds of 

trading and movement, but with the warmth of human 

connection. Greetings echo across the lanes as familiar faces spot 

each other in the crowd. People stop to chat, laugh, or ask after a 

relative. A woman buying tomatoes may pause to check in on an 

old schoolmate. A man selling yams might share a joke with a 

customer he has known for years. Even strangers exchange small 

talk, sometimes leading to new friendships or future business 

deals, (Nwakpu, 2025; Personal Communication). 

These simple, everyday interactions might seem ordinary, 

but they carry deep social value. Eke Awka is one of the few 

places in town where people from different backgrounds meet 

regularly without any invitation or formal occasion. Whether 

you're from Umuokpu, Amikwo, Ezi-Awka, Ifite, or even from a 

nearby village, you will likely run into someone you know or 

someone worth getting to know. The market brings people face to 

face, breaking down the invisible barriers that sometimes form 

between communities. There's something unspoken in the way 

people recognize each other, not just by name, but by shared 

stories, routines, and the rhythm of life they experience in the 

same space. 

Over the years, Eke Awka has also grown into a place that 

brings different cultures together. Traders from across Nigeria 

Hausa, Yoruba, Fulani work alongside local Igbo sellers. They 

greet one another in different languages, share meals, and watch 

each other’s goods when one steps away. In a country where 

ethnic tension can sometimes divide, the market quietly shows 

that in Nigeria a space full of diversity doesn’t need to separate 

people, but strengthens the sense of shared purpose. Children 
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who grow up in the market see this firsthand, they witness 

peaceful coexistence not from a textbook, but from real life, 

(Nwakpu, 2025; Personal Communication). 

Beyond these social connections, Eke Awka plays a quiet 

but powerful role in building community. Since it was 

established in the 1970s, the market has gone from a local trading 

spot to a major center of activity and development. As it grew, 

land around it developed too. Shops, roads, and residential areas 

began to spring up, and people started to build their lives around 

the market. What began as a commercial hub slowly became a 

driver of growth for the entire town. It attracted more people such 

as traders, artisans, customers and with them came new ideas, 

services, and opportunities. 

But what truly makes the market part of the town’s fabric is 

how deeply it is tied to community life. When a trader faces a 

personal challenge like illness, a family loss, or financial struggle 

others step in to help, sometimes offering money, sometimes just 

standing in for a day. And when someone celebrates a wedding 

or the birth of a child, fellow traders mark the occasion with gifts, 

food, or kind words. These acts are rarely organized, but they 

reflect a deep sense of responsibility and care for one another. In 

this way, the market functions almost like an extended family. 

Cultural life also plays out in the market in subtle ways. 

While Eke Awka doesn’t officially host festivals, it responds to 

the town’s traditional calendar. During major events like the Imo 

Awka festival, the market slows down for that day while other 

markets close early to take part in rituals or community events. 

There's a quiet respect for culture woven into the daily routine of 

business. This blend of commerce and tradition keeps the market 

grounded in the values of the people it serves, (Veronica, 2025; 

Personal Communication). 
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Even the younger generation benefits, many children who 

accompany their parents to the market learn more than just how 

to sell an item or give change. They absorb how to interact 

respectfully, how to speak with confidence, how to resolve 

disagreements peacefully. These lessons shape their character in 

ways that formal education often overlooks. 

In the end, Eke Awka is not just a place to earn a living it is 

a place where people live out their values. It brings individuals 

together, encourages cooperation, and strengthens identity. 

Through everyday encounters, shared struggles, and small acts of 

kindness, the market has helped shape Awka into a more 

connected and resilient community. It reminds us that community 

isn’t always built in big halls or through formal programs it 

grows in places where people show up, talk, trade, help, and 

simply live together. In Awka, that place is the market. 

 

Cultural practices and traditions associated with Eke Awka 

The people of Awka are well known for the Imo Awka festival, a 

yearly cultural celebration that holds deep meaning in the 

community. It is one of the town’s most important traditions, 

rooted in ancient beliefs and practices that honor the ancestral 

spirits and the deities of the land. Although this festival is central 

to Awka’s identity, it does not have a direct role in the activities 

of the Eke Awka market. There are no specific rituals or cultural 

events carried out in the market during the festival, and the 

market itself is not officially closed by tradition, (Ezeoke, 2025; 

Personal Communication). 

However, in reality, the festival still affects market life in an 

indirect but noticeable way. On the main day of the Imo Awka 

celebration, movement within the town is usually limited. Roads 

are often blocked, and traditional masquerades move through 

certain parts of Awka, especially in areas where the festival is 



Nzereogu & Obiora                                        Preorcjah Vol. 11, 2026 

14 Copyright @ Ezenwa-Ohaeto Resource Centre, Awka, Nigeria 
 

being observed more closely. Because of this, even though the 

market is technically open, many traders choose to stay home. 

Some do so out of respect, some indigenous want to participate in 

the event, while others simply want to avoid the challenges of 

moving around town on a day when traffic is difficult and the 

presence of masquerades can make people uncomfortable, 

(Ezeoke, 2025; Personal Communication). 

Buyers are also affected. On such days, a good number of 

people avoid going to the market altogether. Some are afraid of 

encountering masquerades, while others just prefer to stay 

indoors until the festival winds down. This results in fewer stalls 

being open and a general drop in activity, even without any 

official announcement or order to close the market. For traders, 

especially those who are not from Awka or who are not familiar 

with the customs, it is often easier to wait for a normal market 

day than to take the risk of working during a time when cultural 

events dominate the town. 

In this way, the festival shapes the flow of business not by 

force, but through the atmosphere it creates. It is a good example 

of how tradition and daily life can cross paths in a quiet but 

powerful way. The Eke Awka market continues to function as a 

center for trade, but when events like Imo Awka are happening, 

the town’s cultural heartbeat takes the lead, and the market 

respectfully slows down to allow the people to observe what 

matters most to them. It shows that even in a modern economy, 

the weight of tradition still has its place, shaping how people 

move, interact, and do business, even without any formal rule 

being enforced. 

Certain deeply rooted cultural beliefs still shape daily 

behavior and decision-making in Eke Awka market, even as it 

grows into a more modern and diverse commercial space. These 

traditions, passed down through generations, are not just 
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remembered they are actively respected by many of the traders 

and buyers who interact within the space. One of the most well-

known examples is the taboo against killing monkeys, a belief 

that holds strong cultural significance in Awka. Monkeys are 

seen not just as animals but as sacred creatures tied to the town’s 

ancestral beliefs. For the Awka people, harming or killing a 

monkey is believed to bring spiritual misfortune or disruption, 

and this belief extends into the market setting. Traders, regardless 

of their personal beliefs, generally avoid anything that would 

disrespect this cultural boundary, understanding that certain 

taboos are not just personal, but communal, (Nwakalor, 2025; 

Personal Communication). 

These customs are part of what gives the market its unique 

character and connection to the land and people. While some may 

see them as outdated, they continue to play a role in maintaining 

harmony and respect in a busy, often competitive environment. 

Many of these cultural rules act like invisible boundaries that 

guide behavior, helping to keep a sense of order that is not 

enforced by law but by shared values and community 

understanding. 

In addition to taboos, the market’s schedule itself is also 

shaped by traditional Igbo timekeeping. The name "Eke Awka" 

reflects this connection “Eke” being one of the four traditional 

Igbo market days: Eke, Orie, Afor, and Nkwo.  Eke is the 

designated market day for Awka town. Even though in modern 

times the market is just called 'Eke' Awka due to its past market 

days schedule which was only on Eke market days, today the 

market is open every day but it still holds a traditional value. By 

following this local timing system, Eke Awka maintains a deep 

sense of identity and continuity. The market doesn’t operate in 

isolation it moves in sync with the heartbeat of the community. 

Even as digital clocks and modern calendars take over, the four-
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day Igbo week continues to influence how people plan their 

business and social lives. Elders, in particular, continue to 

observe and respect these patterns, and even younger traders 

grow up internalizing them through daily experience, (Nwakalor, 

2025; Personal Communication). 

In this way, the market has become more than just a 

commercial venue it has transformed into a space where culture 

is lived out in real time. The rituals, taboos, beliefs, and 

timekeeping systems that surround the market are not outdated 

rather, they are still active forces that guide how the community 

interacts with space, with nature, and with one another and as a 

trader in the market you are expected to obey the Awka people 

traditions and taboo that extend to all their lands in which Eke 

Awka is part of. As modernization brings in new goods, 

technologies, and people, these cultural elements serve as 

anchors, reminding everyone that Eke Awka is not just any 

market it is one rooted in tradition, protected by belief, and 

shaped by the history and values of the Awka people. 

 

Gender dynamics and social roles within Eke Awka 

Eke Awka market reflects a fairly open and practical approach to 

gender roles, especially when it comes to trade and daily 

business. In Eke Awka, there’s a noticeable level of flexibility 

both men and women are fully involved in trading, and people 

generally choose the type of goods they sell based on what they 

know best or what they believe will bring them profit, rather than 

following any set rule about what a man or woman should or 

shouldn’t sell, (Veronica, 2025; Personal Communication). 

Women are very active in the market, and many of them sell 

food items, vegetables, fruits, local delicacies, and clothing. 

These women are often the main income earners in their families 

or at least play a major role in supporting household needs. Some 
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even own multiple stalls or deal in bulk goods, showing that their 

involvement goes beyond petty trading. Men, on the other hand, 

focus on items like electronics, tools, building materials, and 

sometimes imported goods, but this is not always the case. There 

are men who sell food and clothes, just as there are women who 

trade in hardware and mobile phones. What matters most in the 

market is who can attract customers, keep good relationships, and 

turn a profit, (Veronica, 2025; Personal Communication). 

This flexible approach creates a healthy and competitive 

environment where skills, confidence, and experience count more 

than gender. A young woman with a sharp business mind can rise 

quickly, just as a man with a strong customer base can grow his 

trade. People learn by doing, and most of the knowledge is 

passed down informally through family members, 

apprenticeships, or everyday experience in the market. There is 

mutual respect among traders, and while challenges do exist, 

gender is not usually a major barrier when it comes to trading in 

Eke Awka. 

This openness also strengthens the sense of community. 

Since both men and women are economically active and visible, 

the market becomes a space where everyone feels they have a 

place. It offers room for people to grow their businesses, support 

their families, and gain independence regardless of background 

or gender. In many ways, Eke Awka stands as a good example of 

how traditional markets can provide equal opportunity, not by 

design or policy, but by necessity and shared understanding. The 

drive to succeed and the need to earn a living have naturally 

shaped a market culture where what you can do is more 

important than who you are. 

This blend of inclusiveness and practical thinking is part of 

what keeps the market strong and vibrant. It reflects the larger 

Awka spirit which showcases resourceful, hardworking, and 
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always adapting to the times, (Veronica, 2025; Personal 

Communication). 

 

Eke Awka as a cultural symbol of the Awka people 

Eke Awka market is more than just a place for trade it stands as a 

powerful symbol of unity and shared identity for the people of 

Awka. One of the things that makes the market unique is that it is 

collectively owned by all thirty-three villages that make up the 

town. No single village claims it as their own, and this sense of 

shared ownership has helped to maintain peace and cooperation 

over the years. In a society where land and space can often lead 

to disputes, the market’s neutral status sets it apart as a truly 

communal space. It belongs to everyone, and that idea is deeply 

respected by the people, (Udalor, 2025; Personal 

Communication). 

This collective sense of ownership is not just symbolic it is 

reflected in how the market functions. People from different 

villages work side by side, trade with one another, and settle 

differences through dialogue. There is an unspoken 

understanding that the market is for the good of the whole town, 

not just one group or interest. It is a place where the different 

parts of Awka meet not just to do business, but to connect, to 

share stories, and to be part of something bigger than themselves. 

The market sits at the heart of the town, both in terms of 

location and meaning. For many families, it is tied to daily life 

not only as a source of income but also as a place where social 

connections are made and maintained. People grow up visiting 

the market, learning the ways of trade, meeting relatives, and 

forming relationships that stretch beyond village boundaries. 

Because of this, Eke Awka has become more than just a 

commercial center it has become part of the town’s cultural 

memory. It is a place where history, tradition, and progress meet. 
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Even visitors can sense the importance of the market to the 

people. Its busy walkways, the sound of voices calling out prices, 

the familiar greetings between traders, and the presence of people 

from all walks of life, these everyday moments reflect the deep 

sense of belonging and identity the market carries. It brings 

together the old and the young, the rich and the struggling, the 

newcomer and the lifelong resident, in a space where everyone 

has a role to play, (Udalor, 2025; Personal Communication). 

In many ways, the market has become one of the few places 

that truly represents the unity of Awka. It is not tied to politics or 

chieftaincy. It is tied to the simple, powerful idea that all the 

people of Awka share in its success and its purpose. That sense of 

togetherness, built quietly through years of working, buying, and 

selling side by side, is what makes Eke Awka more than just a 

marketplace, it makes it a landmark of community life, and a 

living part of what it means to be Awka. 

 

 

Conclusion 

This study has examined the role of markets in the socio-cultural 

development of Awka, highlighting their multidimensional 

influence on the community’s economic vitality, social cohesion, 

cultural identity, and urban transformation. Markets in Awka, 

such as Eke Awka, Nkwo Amaenyi, and Afor Market, are not 

merely centers of commerce but vibrant social institutions that 

embody the collective history, traditions, and adaptive resilience 

of the Awka people. Through daily interactions, market spaces 

facilitate social integration across diverse lineages, genders, and 

age groups, reinforcing communal values of cooperation, trust, 

and reciprocity that underpin the town’s social fabric. 

Culturally, Awka markets serve as arenas for the expression 

and preservation of indigenous customs, language, and traditional 
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governance. Market days and rituals reflect a continuity of 

cultural heritage, linking economic activities to spiritual and 

moral dimensions of community life. Moreover, the organization 

of markets—often under the guidance of traditional authorities 

and market unions—demonstrates a unique fusion of modern 

economic structures with indigenous systems of administration 

and dispute resolution. These interactions promote social order 

and collective responsibility, which are essential for sustainable 

community development. 

Economically, markets have driven local entrepreneurship, 

urban growth, and inter-community exchange, positioning Awka 

as a regional hub of trade and innovation in southeastern Nigeria. 

The multiplier effects of market activities contribute to improved 

livelihoods, infrastructural development, and the empowerment 

of marginalized groups, particularly women, who play central 

roles as traders, organizers, and custodians of cultural practices. 

Overall, the markets of Awka represent dynamic spaces 

where tradition and modernity intersect to shape the community’s 

socio-cultural evolution. They function as both economic 

lifelines and cultural epicenters, sustaining the social networks, 

values, and identities that define Awka society. For continued 

socio-cultural development, it is imperative that policy 

frameworks and urban planning initiatives recognize and 

strengthen the cultural significance of markets, ensuring that 

modernization efforts complement rather than erode these 

traditional institutions. Ultimately, the markets of Awka remain 

integral to the community’s collective progress, serving as living 

embodiments of its heritage, resilience, and aspirations for 

sustainable development. 
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