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Abstract  

Civil society plays a crucial role in promoting national security and 

democratic governance by holding government accountable, 

promoting transparency, and fostering inclusive decision-making 

processes. This study examines the complex relationship between 

civil society, national security, and democratic governance, 

highlighting the ways in which civil society organisations (CSOs) 

contribute to the development of effective and sustainable security 

policies. A historical method is adopted for the study. Secondary 

sources on the subject matter are utilised, and these are analysed 

qualitatively using a discursive and narrative approaches. The 

paper finds out that despite Nigeria’s return to democratic rule in 

1999, the country continues to experience to experience serious 

challenges relating to insecurity, weak democratic institutions, 

corruption, electoral violence, human right abuses, ethno-religious 

conflicts, terrorism, banditry, kidnapping and poor governance. The 

study also finds that CSOs have actively participated in promoting 

accountability, human rights, voter education, and peace-building, 

yet their impact on national security and democratic consolidation 

remains limited. Funding challenges, political interference, and 

weak institutional support hinder civil society effectiveness. 
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Introduction 

Nigeria has experienced a disjointed development path since 

independence, with varying degree of success in its political, 

economic, social, and infrastructural growth which in turn hampers 

national security and democratic governance1which are critical 

components of a stable and prosperous society. Civil Society 

Organisations play a vital role in promoting these values by holding 

governments accountable, promoting transparency, and fostering a 

culture of peace and stability. This article explores the role of civil 

society in promoting national security and democratic governance, 

highlighting the ways in which CSOs can contribute to these efforts. 

The relationship between civil society, national security, and 

democratic governance has become increasingly significant in the 

contemporary world. As nations strive to balance the need for 

security with the imperative of democratic governance, civil society 

organisations (CSOs) have emerged as pivotal actors in this delicate 

equation. Civil society, comprising a vast array of non-governmental 

organisations (NGOs), community groups, professional associations, 

and advocacy bodies, plays a multifaceted role in shaping the 

security and governance landscape of a nation. Consequently, the 

role of civil society in promoting national security has become more 

pronounced, as these organisations are often at the forefront of 

addressing these emerging challenges. 

Civil society organisations contribute to national security in 

several ways. They can serve as watchdogs, monitoring government 

actions and policies to ensure that they align with the principles of 

democracy and human rights.2 By holding governments accountable, 

CSOs help to prevent the abuse of power and promote transparency, 

which are essential for maintaining public trust and stability. 

Additionally, civil society plays a crucial role in conflict prevention 
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and resolution, often working at the grassroots level to address the 

root causes of conflict and promote peaceful coexistence.3 

Moreover, civil society is instrumental in promoting democratic 

governance by fostering civic engagement, advocating for policy 

reforms, and providing platforms for marginalised voices to be 

heard4 (Putnam, 1993). Through these activities, CSOs help to build 

a more inclusive and participatory democracy, where citizens are 

empowered to influence the decisions that affect their lives. This, in 

turn, contributes to the legitimacy and stability of democratic 

systems, which are better equipped to address the complex security 

challenges of the modern world. 

Despite the significant contributions of civil society to national 

security and democratic governance, these organisations often face 

numerous challenges in their work. In many countries, CSOs operate 

in restrictive environments, where their activities are curtailed by 

repressive laws and regulations.5 Moreover, the effectiveness of civil 

society could be undermined by internal weaknesses, such as lack of 

capacity, resources, and cohesion. Nevertheless, the resilience and 

adaptability of civil society organisations have enabled them to 

continue playing a vital role in promoting national security and 

democratic governance, even in the face of adversity. 

The paper is divided into seven parts. The first part is 

introduction. This is followed by the conceptual clarifications. The 

third examines the theoretical framework on which the work derives 

its analysis. The fourth discusses the role of civil society in 

promoting national security. This section four looks into the civil 

society organisations’ contributions in monitoring and evaluation; 

advocacy and capacity building. The fifth investigates the role of 

civil society in promoting democratic governance; its contribution in 

promoting transparency; holding governments accountable and 

fostering civic engagement. The penultimate section identifies 

challenges and opportunities. The last part is the conclusion and 
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Recommendation. This discussion highlights the critical role that 

civil society plays in promoting national security and democratic 

governance. By examining the various ways in which CSOs 

contribute to these goals, one could gain a deeper understanding of 

the complex dynamics at play and identify strategies for 

strengthening the impact of civil society in these areas. 
 

Conceptual clarification 

To ensure conceptual clarity and precision, this section 

operationalizes key terms that might otherwise be subject to varied 

interpretations. Brief explanations of these concepts are provided to 

facilitate a clear understanding of the discussion.6 
 

Civil Society: Civil society is a term with multiple meanings and 

connotations, depending on one’s perspective. M. H. Kukah aptly 

notes that the concept’s definition has been elusive and contentious, 

with additional complexity arising from disagreements about its 

relevance to Africa.7 Oshita O. Oshita, the concept encompasses a 

diverse array of groups and organisations, including businesses, 

academic institutions, community and kinship networks, consumer 

advocates, community development initiatives, environmental and 

peace movements, faith-based organisations, and ethnic lobby 

groups.8 As defined by H. K. Anheier and R. A. List, civil society 

encompasses the institutions, organisations, and individuals that fall 

between the family, state, and market, characterised by voluntary 

association and a shared pursuit of common interests.9 They pointed 

out that the end of the Cold War led to a rise in intra-state conflicts, 

which in turn prompted civil society organisations to take on a more 

active role in preventing, managing, and resolving conflicts. 

John Hall views civil society as the antithesis of despotism, a 

realm that allows social groups to flourish and mobilise, thereby 

fostering more gentle and bearable living conditions for society's 

members.10For Jean-Francois Bayart, civil society is understood as a 
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dynamic process where society confronts and resists the state's 

totalising tendencies, seeking to break through and counter the state's 

dominant control.11 civil society is a multifaceted entity comprising 

various groups, including professional associations, religious bodies, 

NGOs, trade unions, academic centres, women's groups, and more, 

with diverse capacities and objectives.12 Its functions and impact can 

be shaped by the specific cultural and contextual environment in 

which it operates. 
 

National security: national security is a multifaceted concept that 

has evolved significantly over time. Traditionally, national security 

was understood primarily in terms of protecting a nation's territorial 

integrity and sovereignty from external military threats. However, 

this narrow definition has been expanded to encompass a broader 

range of security concerns, including economic, environmental, and 

human security threats. In the contemporary world, national security 

is understood as a complex and dynamic concept that involves the 

protection of a nation's interests, values, and way of life from a wide 

range of threats.13 These threats can emanate from external sources, 

such as other nations or international terrorist organisations, or from 

internal sources, such as economic instability, social unrest, or 

environmental degradation. 

The concept of national security is often associated with the 

realist school of thought in international relations, which emphasises 

the importance of military power and state security in maintaining 

national interests.14 However, this narrow focus on military security 

has been criticised for neglecting other important aspects of national 

security, such as economic security, environmental security, and 

human security. Economic security, for example, is a critical 

component of national security, as a nation's economic stability and 

prosperity are essential for maintaining its global competitiveness 

and ensuring the well-being of its citizens.15 Environmental security 

is another important aspect of national security, as environmental 
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degradation and climate change can have significant impacts on a 

nation's security and stability.16 In recent years, the concept of 

national security has evolved beyond its traditional military-centric 

approach to encompass a broader understanding that includes human 

security, economic stability, environmental protection, and social 

cohesion.17 This expanded definition recognises that security threats 

can emanate from various sources, including economic instability, 

environmental degradation, and social inequality, rather than solely 

from external military aggression. 

Human security, which focuses on the protection of individuals 

and communities from violence, poverty, and other forms of 

insecurity, is also an essential component of national security.18 This 

concept recognises that national security is not just about protecting 

the state, but also about protecting the citizens who make up the 

state. In recent years, the concept of national security has been 

further expanded to include new threats and challenges, such as 

cyber security threats, pandemics, and climate change.19 These 

threats require a comprehensive and integrated approach to national 

security, one that involves not just the military and government 

agencies, but also civil society organisations, the private sector, and 

individual citizens. Civil society organizations play a critical role in 

promoting national security by addressing the root causes of 

insecurity, such as poverty, inequality, and social injustice.20 They 

can also help to build trust and confidence between governments and 

citizens, which is essential for maintaining national security.21 

National security is a complex and multifaceted concept that 

involves the protection of a nation's interests, values, and way of life 

from a wide range of threats. It requires a comprehensive and 

integrated approach that involves not just the military and 

government agencies, but also civil society organisations, the private 

sector, and individual citizens. 
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Democratic governance: democratic governance refers to the 

system of government where power is vested in the people, either 

directly or through elected representatives. It is characterised by free 

and fair elections, protection of individual rights and freedoms, and 

accountability of government officials to the citizens.22 Democratic 

governance is essential for promoting national security, as it 

provides a framework for resolving conflicts peacefully, protecting 

human rights, and ensuring that the government serves the interests 

of its citizens. 

Democratic governance requires regular, free, and fair elections 

to ensure that citizens have a say in who governs them23 This 

involves an independent electoral commission, equal access to 

media, and the protection of voting rights. Democratic governance 

involves the protection of individual rights and freedoms; including 

freedom of speech, assembly, and association.24 This requires an 

independent judiciary and a culture of respect for human rights. 

Democratic governance requires that government officials are 

accountable to the citizens and that government actions are 

transparent.25 This involves freedom of information laws, 

parliamentary oversight, and anti-corruption agencies. Democratic 

governance involves the separation of powers between the 

legislative, executive, and judicial branches of government.26 This 

ensures that no single branch of government has too much power 

and provides checks and balances on the exercise of power. 

Democratic governance is essential for promoting national 

security, as it provides a framework for resolving conflicts 

peacefully and protecting human rights. When citizens feel that their 

voices are heard and that their rights are protected, they are more 

likely to feel secure and to trust their government.27 This, in turn, can 

reduce the likelihood of conflict and promote national security. Civil 

societies play a critical role in promoting democratic governance by 

holding governments accountable, protecting human rights, and 
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promoting citizen participation.28 Civil society organisations can 

serve as watchdogs, monitoring government actions and policies to 

ensure that they align with democratic principles. They could also 

provide a platform for marginalised voices to be heard and promote 

citizen engagement in the democratic process. 
 

Theoretical framework 

Social Capital Theory examines the value and benefits derived from 

social networks and relationships. It's based on the idea that social 

networks are a form of capital, much like physical or human capital, 

that can be leveraged to achieve social and economic outcomes. This 

theory posits that social relationships, norms, and trust play a crucial 

role in facilitating cooperation, collective action, and mutual 

benefits. The theory has been shaped by several key thinkers, 

including, Pierre Bourdieu a French sociologist who distinguished 

different forms of capital (economic, cultural, symbolic) to explain 

social stratification. He emphasised the strategic deployment of 

social networks to accumulate power and resources within social 

fields.29 James Coleman, an American sociologist who united 

sociological and economic perspectives, emphasising the function or 

outcomes of social capital for individuals, groups, organisations, and 

institutions. He argued that social capital is crucial for facilitating 

cooperation and achieving common goals.30 Robert Putnam, an 

American political scientist explored the decline of social capital and 

its societal implications. He defined social capital as "features of 

social organisation, such as networks, norms, and social trust that 

facilitate coordination and cooperation for mutual benefit"31. 

Social Capital is fundamentally comprised of three distinct 

dimensions: bonding, bridging, and linking. Bonding social capital 

refers to the tight-knit relationships within a specific group that 

cultivate mutual trust, cooperation, and solidarity. Conversely, 

bridging social capital involves looser connections across diverse 

groups, which serve as vital conduits for information sharing and 
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resource acquisition. Finally, linking social capital entails vertical 

connections between citizens and formal institutions, bridging the 

gap to systemic opportunities and institutional resources.32 Social 

Capital Theory has been applied in various fields, including, 

building social capital to promote collective action, cooperation, and 

community engagement; leveraging social capital to enhance 

knowledge sharing, innovation, and performance within 

organisations; fostering social capital to promote sustainable 

practices, community resilience, and environmental conservation 

and developing social capital through employment practices that 

facilitate collective action, trust, and shared goal orientation.33 

Although, Social capital facilitates collective action and 

cooperation among individuals and groups; fosters trust, which is 

essential for building strong relationships and achieving common 

goals and provides access to resources, information, and 

opportunities among others; social capital theory is not without a 

flaw because it could exacerbate existing inequalities if certain 

groups have limited access to social networks and resources; it could 

also lead to exclusionary practices, where certain individuals or 

groups are marginalised or excluded from social networks and it is 

context-dependent, and its effectiveness can vary across different 

cultural, social, and economic contexts. Social Capital Theory offers 

valuable insights into the role of social relationships and networks in 

achieving social and economic outcomes. By understanding the core 

elements, benefits, and limitations of social capital, individuals and 

organisations may leverage social capital to promote collective 

action, cooperation, and mutual benefits. 

This study adopts Social Capital Theory as its primary 

analytical framework to examine how networks of trust, reciprocity, 

and civic engagement influence national security and democratic 

governance in Nigeria. In a deeply fractured, multi-ethnic state 

where military-centric approaches often fail to yield sustainable 
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peace, this theory posits that societal stability relies on the 

mobilization of social networks. Within this context, Civil Society 

Organizations (CSOs) serve as critical institutional catalysts that 

generate and harness three dimensions of social capital: bonding, 

bridging, and linking ties. While excessive bonding capital can 

inadvertently reinforce inward-looking ethnic or religious silos in 

Nigeria, CSOs actively counter this by cultivating bridging social 

capital—creating horizontal networks that connect diverse, 

conflicting communities across ethno-religious lines to foster peace 

building, mutual trust, and early-warning conflict systems. 

Furthermore, the study leverages the concept of linking social 

capital to analyse the vertical relationships between the Nigerian 

citizenry and state institutions. A major driver of democratic 

instability and security failure in Nigeria is the profound trust deficit 

separating the public from security agencies and political elites. 

CSOs utilize linking capital to bridge this vertical gap, acting as 

conduits for civic education, policy advocacy, and civil-military 

dialogue. By holding the state accountable to the rule of law and 

facilitating community-level intelligence sharing, CSOs transform 

passive citizens into active stakeholders in governance. Ultimately, 

Social Capital Theory provides this study with a robust lens to argue 

that sustainable national security and democratic resilience in 

Nigeria cannot be enforced solely by state coercion; rather, they are 

fundamentally dependent on the horizontal and vertical networks of 

trust and institutional accountability nurtured by civil society. 
 

The role of civil society in promoting national security 

Civil society plays a critical role in promoting national security by 

addressing the root causes of insecurity, promoting social cohesion, 

and holding governments accountable for their actions. National 

security is a multifaceted concept that encompasses not only the 

protection of a nation's territorial integrity but also the safety and 
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well-being of its citizens.34 Civil society organisations (CSOs) can 

contribute to national security in several ways: 

According to T. Paffenholz, civil society organisations can help 

prevent conflicts by addressing the root causes of insecurity, such as 

poverty, inequality, and social injustice.35 They can also facilitate 

dialogue and negotiation between conflicting parties to resolve 

disputes peacefully. CSOs can promote social cohesion by building 

bridges between different communities and fostering a sense of 

shared citizenship. This can help to reduce tensions and conflicts 

between different groups and promote a more stable and secure 

society. Diamond opines that, CSOs can hold governments 

accountable for their actions and policies, ensuring that they 

prioritise the safety and well-being of citizens.36 This can help to 

prevent human rights abuses and promote more transparent and 

accountable governance.  

In Nigeria, Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) have played 

significant roles in preventing conflicts and addressing the root 

causes of insecurity such as poverty, inequality, marginalisation, 

unemployment, and social injustice. In conflict-prone areas such as 

Plateau State, Kaduna State, and the Niger Delta, several CSOs have 

promoted peace building initiatives through interfaith dialogue, 

youth empowerment programmes, women peace networks, and 

community mediation mechanisms aimed at reducing ethno-

religious tensions and communal violence. For instance, during 

recurring conflicts in Jos, Plateau State, organisations supported by 

the Nigeria Stability and Reconciliation Programme (NSRP) and the 

West Africa Network for Peace building facilitated dialogue 

between Christian and Muslim communities, organised peace 

education campaigns, and established early warning systems to 

prevent violent outbreaks. These initiatives contributed to rebuilding 

trust among divided communities and fostering social cohesion by 
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encouraging peaceful coexistence and a sense of shared citizenship 

among citizens irrespective of ethnic or religious differences. 

Furthermore, CSOs in Nigeria have also played critical roles in 

facilitating dialogue between conflicting parties and holding 

governments accountable for policies affecting citizens’ welfare and 

security. During the Niger Delta crisis, organisations such as the 

Civil Liberties Organisation and the Transition Monitoring Group 

advocated for peaceful negotiations between militant groups and the 

Federal Government while drawing attention to issues of 

environmental degradation, economic exclusion, and 

underdevelopment that fuelled insecurity in the region. Similarly, 

CSOs were active during the #EndSARS protests in 2020, where 

they demanded accountability, police reform, protection of human 

rights, and better governance. Through advocacy campaigns, policy 

monitoring, public enlightenment, and human rights reporting, 

Nigerian CSOs have consistently pressured governments to prioritise 

citizens’ safety and well-being while promoting democratic 

governance, justice, and sustainable peace in the country. Darcy 

states that, CSOs can provide humanitarian assistance to vulnerable 

populations, such as refugees and internally displaced persons 

(IDPs), who are often affected by conflict and insecurity.37CSOs can 

advocate for policy changes that promote national security, such as 

reforms to the security sector, justice system, and electoral 

processes.38 
 

Examples of civil society organisations promoting national 

security 

Organisations such as the International Crisis Group and the Centre 

for Humanitarian Dialogue work to prevent and resolve conflicts 

through dialogue and negotiation; organizations such as Amnesty 

International and Human Rights Watch monitor human rights abuses 

and advocate for policy changes to promote human rights and 

national security; organisations such as community-based 
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organisations and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) work to 

promote social cohesion and community development, which can 

help to reduce tensions and conflicts.  
 

The role of civil society in promoting democratic governance 

CSOs leverage their expertise and grassroots connections to shape 

public policy, ensuring that governance is transparent, accountable, 

and responsive to citizens' needs. They advocate for laws and 

policies that reflect the public interest, such as the Right to 

Information (RTI) Act, which empowers citizens to access 

government information. Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) in 

Nigeria have played important roles in advocating for laws and 

policies that promote transparency and accountability, particularly 

through the campaign for the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act of 

2011. Organisations such as the Media Rights Agenda and the 

Socio-Economic Rights and Accountability Project pressured the 

government and National Assembly to enact the law, which 

empowers citizens, journalists, and organisations to access 

government information. Since its implementation, the Act has 

helped expose corruption, misuse of public funds, and irregular 

government spending, thereby improving transparency and public 

accountability. However, challenges such as bureaucratic delays, 

weak enforcement, and refusal by some government agencies to 

release information have limited its full effectiveness, although it 

remains a major achievement of CSO advocacy in Nigeria. 

Civil society encompasses non-governmental organisations, 

organized and unorganised groups, and institutions that manifest 

interests and will of citizens. It plays a crucial role in mediating 

between the individual and the state, influencing policy, fostering 

accountability, and ensuring that government actions reflect the 

populace's will.39 A clear example in Nigeria is the role played by 

Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) during the campaign for the 

Freedom of Information (FOI) Act of 2011. Organisations such as 
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the Media Rights Agenda and the Socio-Economic Rights and 

Accountability Project represented citizens’ demands for 

transparency and accountability by pressuring the government and 

National Assembly to pass the law. Their advocacy ensured that 

citizens gained legal rights to access government information, 

thereby making public officials more accountable and ensuring that 

government actions reflected the public interest and democratic 

principles. 

CSOs hold governments accountable for their actions, policies, 

and expenditures, promoting transparency and integrity in 

democratic governance. They monitor government activities, 

exposing corruption and abuses of power, and advocate for 

transparency and accountability. CSOs fill gaps in government 

services by providing essential social services, such as healthcare, 

education, and disaster relief. This helps to ensure that citizens' basic 

needs are met, particularly in areas where government services are 

lacking. Civil society acts as a mediator in societal conflicts, 

promoting peace and reconciliation. By fostering dialogue and 

negotiation, CSOs help to resolve disputes peacefully and promote 

social cohesion. CSOs create opportunities for citizens to engage in 

public affairs, developing civic skills and a sense of political 

efficacy. This on-going engagement strengthens democratic culture 

and promotes active citizenship.40  

In Nigeria, Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) have played 

important roles in promoting accountability, peace-building, service 

delivery, and citizens’ participation in governance. Organisations 

such as the Socio-Economic Rights and Accountability Project and 

the BudgIT have exposed corruption and monitored government 

spending, while groups like the Transition Monitoring Group have 

monitored elections and promoted credible democratic processes. 

During conflicts in Plateau and Kaduna States, CSOs supported by 

the West Africa Network for Peace-building facilitated dialogue and 
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reconciliation among communities, helping to promote peace and 

social cohesion. Additionally, during the COVID-19 pandemic and 

the #EndSARS protests, many CSOs provided humanitarian support, 

promoted civic engagement, documented human rights abuses, and 

demanded government accountability, thereby strengthening 

democratic governance and active citizenship in Nigeria. 
 

Benefits of civil society engagement 

CSOs promote transparency and accountability in government, 

reducing corruption and ensuring that public resources are utilised 

efficiently and effectively. CSOs mobilise citizens to engage in 

democratic processes, ensuring that diverse voices are heard in the 

decision-making process. By promoting transparency, 

accountability, and citizen participation, CSOs help to strengthen 

democratic institutions and promote democratic resilience. 
 

Examples of effective civil society engagement 

Civil Society Organisations have played a crucial role in promoting 

the ratification and implementation of the African charter, which 

aims to promote democratic governance and human rights in Africa. 
 

Challenges and opportunities 
 

Challenges faced by civil society 

Governments may impose restrictive laws and regulations on CSOs, 

limiting their ability to operate and promote democratic governance. 

For instance, authoritarian regimes often impose restrictions on 

freedom of assembly, expression, and the press, hindering CSOs' 

work. CSOs often face financial constraints; which can limit their 

capacity to effectively promote national security and democratic 

governance. Insufficient funding can hinder their ability to sustain 

activities, making it challenging to achieve their objectives. 

Governments may dismiss CSO-driven initiatives as politically 
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motivated, undermining their legitimacy and effectiveness. This can 

lead to mistrust and hostility towards CSOs, making it difficult for 

them to operate. CSOs may struggle with internal divisions, 

weakening their collective impact and reducing their ability to foster 

consensus on critical issues. This can lead to conflicting priorities 

and strategies, ultimately hindering their effectiveness.41 
 

Opportunities for civil society 

CSOs can hold governments accountable for their actions, policies, 

and expenditures, promoting transparency and integrity in 

democratic governance. By advocating for transparency and 

accountability, CSOs can help prevent corruption and ensure that 

public resources are utilised efficiently and effectively. A notable 

example occurred during the administration of Goodluck Jonathan 

when Nigerian Civil Society Organisations such as BudgIT and 

Socio-Economic Right and Accountability Project intensified 

campaigns for transparency in public spending and budget 

implementation. In 2015, BudgIT launched public awareness 

initiatives that simplified Nigeria’s national budget and made 

government expenditure easier for citizens to understand and 

monitor. This helped expose cases of misplaced priorities, hidden 

allocations, and misuse of public funds.42  Similarly, Socio-

Economic Right and Accountability Project (SERAP) pressured the 

Nigerian government to disclose details of recovered looted funds 

and how such funds were spent. Through freedom of information 

requests and court actions, SERAP advocated greater transparency in 

the management of public resources, particularly regarding 

recovered Abacha loot and other public funds.43 

Of course, CSOs can mobilize citizens to engage in democratic 

processes, ensuring that diverse voices are heard in the decision-

making process. This could lead to more inclusive and responsive 

governance, ultimately strengthening democratic institutions. By 

promoting transparency, accountability, and citizen participation, 
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CSOs can help strengthen democratic institutions and promote 

democratic resilience. CSOs could also provide essential social 

services, filling gaps in government services and promoting 

community development. CSOs could act as mediators in societal 

conflicts, promoting peace and reconciliation. By fostering dialogue 

and negotiation, CSOs could help resolve disputes peacefully and 

promote social cohesion.44 For example, during conflicts between 

farmers and herders in parts of Nigeria, civil society organisations 

such as Search for Common Ground and CLEEN Foundation have 

organised dialogue meetings between community leaders, youth 

groups, farmers, herders, and security agencies. Through 

negotiation, mediation, and peace education, these organisations 

helped reduce tensions, encourage peaceful coexistence, and prevent 

violent clashes, thereby promoting social cohesion and stability. 

CSOs can also utilise digital platforms and social media to 

mobilise citizens and amplify their voices, facilitating greater public 

engagement in decision-making processes. This can enhance 

transparency and accountability, allowing citizens to track 

government activities and expenditures in real-time. CSOs can 

leverage data to inform advocacy efforts and assess the impact of 

their initiatives, promoting evidence-based decision-making.45  
 

Conclusion 

The role of civil society in promoting national security and 

democratic governance is multifaceted and crucial for the 

sustainability of democratic systems. Civil society organisations 

(CSOs) serve as a bridge between citizens and the government, 

fostering a culture of accountability, transparency, and 

responsiveness. Through their advocacy, watchdog, and service 

delivery roles, CSOs help to strengthen democratic institutions, 

promote transparency and accountability, and foster peace and 

reconciliation. CSOs should build strong community connections 

and local support bases to ensure their legitimacy and effectiveness. 
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This can involve partnering with local organisations and engaging in 

grassroots mobilisation. CSOs should diversify their legitimacy 

sources by engaging with diverse stakeholders, including 

governments, international organizations, and local communities. 

This can help build trust and credibility, ultimately enhancing their 

impact. CSOs should prioritize internal governance and 

accountability, ensuring that their activities align with their stated 

objectives and values. This can involve establishing clear policies 

and procedures, as well as promoting transparency and 

accountability within their own organizations. 

Findings in this study shows that, civil society plays a critical 

role in promoting national security, by addressing the root causes of 

insecurity, promoting social cohesion, and holding governments 

accountable for their actions.46CSOs promote democratic 

governance by fostering accountability, transparency, and 

responsiveness in government, and by providing essential social 

services to citizens. CSOs face challenges, including restrictive laws 

and regulations, funding constraints, and politicization of their 

initiatives. Despite these challenges, CSOs have opportunities to 

leverage technology, build strong community connections, and 

prioritise accountability to maximise their impact. 

 In conclusion, civil society plays a vital role in promoting national 

security and democratic governance. Through their advocacy, 

watchdog, and service delivery roles, CSOs help to strengthen 

democratic institutions, promote transparency and accountability, 

and foster peace and reconciliation. Despite the challenges they face, 

CSOs have opportunities to leverage technology, build strong 

community connections, and prioritize accountability to maximise 

their impact. As such, it is essential to support and empower CSOs 

to ensure the sustainability of democratic systems and promote 

national security. By supporting and empowering CSOs, we can 
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promote national security and democratic governance, and ensure 

that governments serve the interests of citizens. 
 

Recommendations 

• Strengthen Community Engagement: Civil society organisations 

(CSOs) should prioritise community engagement and 

participation in their activities, ensuring that their efforts are 

responsive to local needs and priorities. 

• Promote Transparency and Accountability: CSOs should 

advocate for more transparency and accountability in 

government, including through the use of freedom of information 

laws and other mechanisms 

• Support Security Sector Reform: CSOs should advocate for 

security sector reform, including through the promotion of 

democratic oversight and accountability of security institutions. 

• Foster Dialogue and Negotiation: CSOs should facilitate dialogue 

and negotiation between different stakeholders, including 

government, security institutions, and local communities, to 

promote peace and reconciliation. 

• Provide Essential Services: CSOs should provide essential 

services, including healthcare, education, and humanitarian 

assistance, to vulnerable populations and communities. 

• Build Capacity and Expertise: CSOs should build their capacity 

and expertise in areas such as conflict resolution, human rights, 

and security sector reform, to enhance their effectiveness in 

promoting national security and democratic governance. 

• Leverage Technology: CSOs should leverage technology, 

including social media and other digital tools, to promote 

transparency, accountability, and citizen engagement in 

democratic processes. 

• Foster Partnerships and Collaborations: CSOs should foster 

partnerships and collaborations with other stakeholders, including 
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government, international organisations, and local communities, 

to enhance their impact and effectiveness in promoting national 

security and democratic governance. 
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